This year the League will be allowing a limited number of nine year olds to play up at the minor league level on an experimental basis.  The idea is to allow the more advanced nine year olds to play with a more mature group of kids and make the 8-9 year old division a bit more competitive.  You have the option to sign your child up to try out to play in the minor league; however, you should review the minor league description prior to making the commitment and you should be sure that you son is mature enough and baseball ready to do so.  
The League has established a committee of seasoned coaches who will evaluate and recommend which boys are capable of playing in the minors.  Evaluations will take place on Saturday, March 3 at 9:00 am at TJO Sports in Canton.  After the evaluations, the committee will determine which 9 year olds will be available to be selected into the minors.  That group will then be divided into two pools.  The first will be a group that will be placed on minor league teams and who will play exclusively in the minor league.  That number will be based on the available number of slots on each minor league team and how many the committee determines to be fully capable of playing in the minor league on a full time basis.  A second pool of kids will be designated to be available to be “called up” on a rotating basis for a game at a time when needed to fill in on minor league rosters, just as some of the 10 and 11 year-olds get called up occasionally to the majors.  
The League is evaluating this approach on an experimental basis; there is no guarantee that the League will renew the policy again next year.  Evaluations will be on March 3 at 9:00 AM at TJO Sports specifically for 9 year old kids that should be considered for the minors.  If your child is not available for the March 3 evaluation, please contact Chris Petrik at chrispetrik@comcast.net to arrange for a separate evaluation, most likely as part of the minor league evaluations to take place at TJO on March 10.
